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A Case Study of President Xi Jinping’s Discourse Practice of
The Belt and Road
LIU Lihua / XU Shuo
( Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China )

Abstract: Chinese President Xi Jinping put forward The Silk Road Economic
Belt and the 21* Century Maritime Silk Road during his overseas visits in 2013.
Thereafter he illustrated the essence and significance of The Belt and Road in many
international speeches. Focusing on this kind of discourse practice, this study aims
to do a thorough and detailed analysis of these five international speeches from a
discourse perspective. It is found in this research that “cooperation” is the main theme
in President Xi Jinping’s discourse, and President Xi has employed subject terms such
as “co-creating”, “hand in hand”, “community” and “working with” to express the
essence of “the Belt and Road” in the world stage. The discourse strategies manifested
in President Xi’s speeches mainly include “listing data and figures”, “story-telling”,
“using quotations” and “telling personal experience”, which have greatly enhanced
the communication effect and fit well with China’s status and positions in the world.
Meanwhile, the discourse practice of these international speeches on the topic of The
Belt and Road is significant and beneficial for President Xi’s positive international
image and China’s image promotion. The discourse practice of Chinese President Xi
Jinping on the topic of the Belt and Road is also a successful case of China’s interna-
tional construction of discourse power.

Keywords: The Belt and Road; discourse power; discourse practice; discourse

strategy; discourse analysis; discourse mode; international publicity
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